
Kaitlyn Lehman, a pre-kindergarten teacher at Stephen F. Austin Primary, adds 
some last minute touches to her classroom before the first day of school. This is her 
first year teaching at SFA. (Slatonite photo/Melissa McCaghren)

Stephen F. Austin Primary set out a sign in celebration of the start of the 2020-21 
school year for students last Wednesday (Aug. 19). SFA and Cathelene Thomas El-
ementary are having classes in person every day, while the Junior High and High 
School will have staggered days of on and off campus education per the COVID-19 
guidelines. (Submitted photo)

Southland football 
soars in scrimmage

By Melissa McCaghren
Slatonite GM

The Southland Eagles took 
to the field last Friday (Aug. 
21) to scrimmage against 
Wellman.

Head Coach Dusty 
Grantham said the team did 
well against the team, who 
defeated Southland by 30 
points last year in six-man 
football. 

“We played with them 
and even outscored them. I 
thought we did a lot of good 
things, but definitely found 
some things to work on,” he 
said.

There will be a lot of work 
done before the team opens 
their season Friday against 
Cotton Center. 

“Our footwork was sloppy 
on both sides of the ball,” 
said Grantham. “We have to 
rep that everyday, but espe-
cially when they get tired you 
can see the technique start to 
fall off.

“(We are just) continuing 
to see how we handle the de-
tails. We preach small things 
matter because they turn into 
big things. We have a lot of 
young kids, so also want to 
see how they handle a full 
Varsity game.”

All of this will be impor-
tant when they play the Elks 
Friday. 

“They run a lot of spread 
so we will have to be disci-
plined and have good feet on 
defense,” he said. “Offen-

sively, we will continue to be 
vanilla and work on block-
ing. If we play disciplined I 
like our chances.”

The players as well as 
Grantham also have prepared 
themselves for the COVID-
cautious season. Each athlete 
has their own water bottle 
and the Eagles are follow-
ing all protocols issued by 
the Texas Education Agency, 
University Interscholastic 
League and the CDC.

The Eagles open up their 
season at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
(Aug. 27) in Cotton Center. 
They will be on the road the 
first three weeks of the sea-
son before returning home to 
compete against Wilson on 
Sept. 18.
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Public NoticesDon’t look so surprised

Newspaper
advertising

is tops
with your

customers!
More shoppers use 

newspapers when it 
comes to finding  

information for regular 
shopping as well as

 bargain hunting. 
Because we’re the most 

trusted medium, 
newspapers are the 
preferred medium.
Call D’Etta today.
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Ready, Set, Learn

Slaton High School freshmen and their parents register at the table before at-
tending Freshman orientation Aug. 12 at the High School. Junior High and High 
School students are currently doing a schedule where they alternate days on cam-
pus with online learning. (Slatonite photo/Gloria Olivares)

Freshman orientation


