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Public Notices

NOTICE OF ELECTION
By the

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

In accordance with the provisions of the Texas Agriculture Code, Chapter 74, 
Subchapter D, and 4 Tex. Admin. Code, Chapter 3, Subchapter A, the Texas 
Department of Agriculture (the Department) will conduct a board election in the 
Southern High Plains Caprock Boll Weevil Eradication Zone, in order to select a 
representative of the above-referenced zone to serve on the Texas Boll Weevil 
Eradication Foundation Board of Directors.  The board is charged with administering 
the boll weevil eradication program in Texas.  

The Southern High Plains/Caprock Eradication Zone consists of all of Cochran, 
Hockley, and Lubbock counties; that part of Terry County that is north of a line 1.25 
miles south of the Hockley County line from FM 303 east to Highway 385 and all 
land north and east of a line with boundaries of County Road 230, County Road 525 
also known as Cemetery Road, and County Road 280 to the Lynn County line; that 
part of Lynn County north and east of a line 5 miles north of Hwy 380 following 
County Road 18 that extends from the Terry County line east for 10 miles, then turns 
south to Hwy 380, and runs east to the intersection of FM 212 before turning south 
to the Borden County line; that part of Crosby County that is above the Caprock 
Escarpment, that part of Garza County that is above the Caprock Escarpment; and that 
part of Dickens County that is above the Caprock Escarpment

Any cotton grower having planted cotton in the year 2019 within the zone defined 
above is eligible to vote, and, if he or she resides in the Southern High Plains Caprock 
Zone and has at least seven years experience as a cotton grower, can have his or her 
name placed on the ballot as a candidate in the board member election.  A cotton 
grower is defined as a person who grows cotton intended to be commercial cotton.  
The term includes an individual who, as owner, landlord, tenant or sharecropper, is 
entitled to share in the cotton grown and available for marketing from the farm, or 
share in the proceeds from the sale of the cotton from the farm or from an indemnity 
or other payment received from or related to the planting, growing, or failure of the 
cotton.  Any person eligible to vote in the board member election that resides in the 
Southern High Plains Caprock Zone and meets the seven-year experience requirement 
may place their name in nomination for election to the Texas Boll Weevil Eradication 
Foundation Board by written application to the Department at the address provided 
below.  Nomination forms are provided by the Department and must be signed by 
the nominee and at least ten other eligible voters.  The nomination form must be 
received by the Department at its office located in Austin by September 20, 2020 
and must provide the legal residence of the applicant.  A nomination form may 
be obtained by contacting the Department office or any county agent located in the 
voting area.

The board election will be held by mail-in-balloting.  Ballots will be mailed to cotton 
growers September 25, 2020. All ballots cast by mail must be postmarked no later 
than October 20, 2020 in order to be valid.  

For more information regarding the referendum and election, or if you are a cotton 
grower in the above-referenced area and do not receive a ballot, please contact Patrick 
Dudley with the Texas Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 12847, Austin, Texas, 
78711, call (512) 787-9966 or by e-mail at Patrick.Dudley@TexasAgriculture.gov.

still helping.  It is such a bless-
ing to see how appreciative 
the people are when a meal 
is delivered.  With some of 
the folks, MOWS volunteers 
are the only people they see,” 
said Brenda Melbern. “My fa-
vorite part is the smiles on the 
faces of the people we deliver 
to.  They know when we are 
coming and look as forward 
to seeing us as we are them.  
Also, the fellowship of the 
group you work with is fun 
and we all work together as a 
team, it takes all of us to get 
the job done.”

For Marilyn Jones, she 
started when her father-in 
-law volunteered, saying he 
thought he’d like to help out 
some day. “At that time I was 
still teaching full time and 
volunteering seldom seemed 
to roll around. A couple of 
years passed, I began teaching 
part time and the good Lord 
reminded me of this promise 
to someday volunteer for the 
MOW program. I helped out 
once or twice, but it was not 
a regular thing. Then, I re-
tired a year ago and suddenly 
was asked to be our church’s 
MOW coordinator, and, as 
they say, ‘the rest is history’,” 
she said, adding she felt a 
sense of accomplishment 
when every meal has been 
delivered and senior’s well 
being was established.

Kelly Schaefer volun-
teered to help her church. 
“They needed volunteers, so 
I thought why not, having no 
idea what a blessing I was 
about to receive,” she said. 
“My favorite part of volun-

teering is the faces of the 
folks we deliver to.  They are 
always glad to see you and 
some are huggers, and I look 
forward to those hugs.”

Jennifer Furey said she 
volunteers because it makes 
her feel good to help in some 
small way to keep seniors fed. 
“I love the smiles on their 
faces, especially when they 
say ‘thank you’,” she said.

Williams said when the 
change came for home deliv-
ered meals due to the COVID 
closures, a group of people 
came to help cover the addi-
tional deliveries. She said it 
was “amazing” the number of 
volunteers.

“The City of Slaton Po-
lice department had offi-
cers, (Landa) Lamberson, 
(Heather) Pinkerton and Chief 
(Trevor) Barnes that delivered  
two days a week,” she said.  
“Mike Lamberson, City Man-
ager, assisted with delivery 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
and Lynn and Gregg Nowlin 
delivered three days a week.  
Terry Howard also assisted as 
needed.  

“The delivery teams  would 
return  telling stories of some 
of the antics a few of the per-
sons would pull.  One deliv-
ery person and a client began 
helping each other with Span-
ish and English and from what 
I have heard, both have been 
blessed,” she added. “This 
time has given the volunteers,  
that normally would not inter-
act on such a personal level, 
the opportunity to develop a 
relationship with people that 
are vulnerable to so many 
things during this time of 
self-isolation.  I will be for-
ever grateful to our City staff, 
Mayor, and the Police Depart-

ment for playing such a major 
role in providing a noon meal 
to these citizens.”

Now, with the Center re-
opening, some of the home 
delivered meals are winding 
down. Williams said while 
members can still keep the 
schedule, there are steps 
should they wish to return 
to meals at the Center. “The 
only thing necessary to do is 
call the client and ask if they 
want to continue receiving a 
Home Delivered Meal or re-
turn to the Center for the noon 
meal.  Those calls have been 
made and a letter sent to ev-
ery person on the Congregate 
roster as of March 20,” she 
said. “There were 22 persons 
on the second or Congregate 
Home Delivered route and 
all but six are returning to the 
center for their noon meal.  
The rest is paperwork needed 
to move them to the correct 
roster.  Should there come a 
time when a person wishes to 
return to the Home Delivered 
program all they will need to 
do is just let me know.”

Even with the change, 
volunteers are desperately 
needed, especially as one 
group, the Slaton Care Center, 
cannot deliver due to COVID 
limits. 

“At this time we are running 
short on volunteers in all areas 
of the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram.  We have had drivers 
retire this year and volunteers 
leave the program.  We would 
welcome any business, club, 
organization, church, sports 
team, couples or singles.  One 
would not need to commit to 
an entire week, just a day or 
two a month,” she said.  “As 
an example, say a local quilt-
ing group is interested in vol-
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The new additions will be-
come more useful as Junior 
High returned to full week in 
person study at the school.

Those who have signed up 
for online only instruction 
are unaffected for the first 
nine weeks of the semester, 
when parents can re-evaluate 
if they want to send their stu-
dent back or not.

Andrus said they’re going 
back to the regular schedule 
as in year past. “The whole 
plan for the Junior High was 
to go every other day, Mon-
day and Wednesday (or) 
Tuesday and Thursday, and 
then Friday was an interven-
tion day,” he said. “That was 
planned for the first three 

weeks of school. And so, we 
we obviously at the end of 
every week are looking at our 
numbers and looking at the 
success rate that we’ve had, 
and it just has shown we’ve 
had a great success at Junior 
High.

“Those kids are very young 
to be home by themselves 
and we know that, and so 
we’re looking for the first op-
portunity to get them back on 
campus so that they would be 
able to be face to face instruc-
tion,” Andrus added, saying 
there were two camps about 
the issue. “We’re having to 
weigh that very, very care-
fully because we want our 
kids to be safe in both places, 
and so enabling them to come 
back to school was an impor-
tant step for us.”

Andrus added there will 

also be some changes in the 
upcoming weeks, here re-
garding sports.

One change has been 
football tickets must be pur-
chased in advance to reduce 
contact points. Football, 
cheer and band parents have 
purchased season tickets. Re-
maining tickets will be sold 
weekly, with Seniors having 
first chance on Mondays, 
the rest of the grades Tues-
day, then general admission 
Wednesdays.

General admission tickets 
will be sold at the adminis-
tration building, and can be 
purchased two at a time by a 
customer.

Andrus said homecoming 
will still occur; however, 
there will be some changes. 
They are still planning to 
have a homecoming parade.
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unteering, but only one day a 
month or cycle.  Currently we 
are on a six week cycle.  If 
enough people will volunteer 
then we could have a Share a 
Meal week.  With the Slaton 
Care Center still on lockdown, 
I am asking for volunteers 
from other delivery teams to 
fill the void.” 

Volunteers had advice on 
volunteering. “If anyone has 

ever considered volunteer-
ing do it! The citizens of our 
little town are wonderful, 
friendly and appreciative. The 
blessings are more than over 
flowing. The fellowship of 
the volunteers you work with 
is irreplaceable and I always 
look forward to this time,” 
said Schaefer.

Melbern said the fellowship 
is worth it. “If you are consid-

ering volunteering or getting 
a group together, you will 
love the fellowshipping of the 
group and knowing you are 
serving people who need help.  
Everyone is appreciative for 
what the volunteers do.  It 
only takes about two hours of 
your time,” she said.

For more information to 
volunteer, call the center at 
828-3784.

Board members also ap-
proved the compensation 
schedules for 20-21. 

Superintendent Jim Andrus 
said they’re done every year 
with very minor changes this 
year. He added the schedule 
is based on the hiring sched-
ule, and not returning. Those 
who did return received a 
2 percent increase, with a 
$1,500 cap.

The board also approved 
memorandums of under-
standing for Post and Trinity 
High schools.

“We have a thriving cos-
metology department,” said 
Andrus, adding there have 
been students from other 

schools coming over to Sla-
ton for several years to ob-
tain their education and re-
ceive their licenses. 

Lubbock-Cooper ISD now 
has its own facility, while 
Roosevelt will have no stu-
dent taking Cosmetology this 
year.

Wilson and Southland do 
not participate in the pro-
gram at this time.

Post ISD provides a fee 
for the teacher and facilities, 
as well as transportation to 
bring the students to school.

Students are charged the 
same fee as Slaton ISD stu-
dents for materials and sup-
plies.

Trinity High School is a 
private school, and Andrus 
said the students will have to 
enroll a half a day with Sla-

ton High School. He added 
they will not charge Trinity 
because Slaton will receive 
money from the state for the 
student; however, they will 
still have to pay for their 
supplies. 

Post and other public 
schools do not do this be-
cause they cannot be regis-
tered in two public schools.

The board also approve a 
Texas Association of School 
Boards workers’ compen-
sation aggregate deductible 
policy. 

They also read a thank 
you card from Stephen F. 
Austin Primary for sending 
cookies for the first day of 
school. Andrus said all all 
four schools received “lots 
of cookies” from the Slaton 
Bakery for the first day.

Mona ramirez puts together chicken sandwich plates for seniors on Meals on 
Wheels and Home delivered Meals Monday morning (aug. 31) at the Senior Cen-
ter.  the meals were then delivered by MOW volunteers. (Slatonite photo/Melissa 
McCaghren)


