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Wyatt Harlan, left, 
and Rachyl Kit-
ten were honored 
recently for their 
qualification to Na-
tionals competition 
for FFA. The results 
of the competition 
will be announced 
in October. 

(Photo Courtesy 
Slaton FFA 

Booster Club)

The Slaton FFA recently 
took an opportunity to rec-
ognize former Slaton High 
School students and FFA 
members, Wyatt Harlan and 
Rachyl Kitten, who qualified 
for National competition. 

Each of these students have 
put in numerous hours with 
their supervised agricultural 
experiences throughout high 
school and have continued 
it into the post-secondary 
years. 

Harlan graduated from 
Slaton High School in 2019 
as Salutatorian, Kitten in 
2021 as Valedictorian.

They are being honored 
for their hard work and 
dedication that they put into 
them.

Both were named State 
honorees earlier in the year.

Harlan currently attends 
Texas A&M University 
where he is a Junior major-
ing in Agricultural Business 
and Public Policy. 

In his time with the Slaton 
FFA, Harlan owned and op-
erated his own guided pheas-
ant hunting operation, Pea-
cock Circle H Outfitters, in 
Slaton and New Deal. 

Through his SAE, Harlan 
has earned numerous awards 
and scholarships. 

This year, Harlan applied 
for his American FFA De-

gree, the highest degree that 
is bestowed upon a current 
member, and will receive 
it at the 94th FFA National 
Convention.

Harlan also applied for 
the Star American in Agri-
business, where he was an-
nounced the State winner at 
the Texas FFA Convention in 
July. 

His award application ad-
vanced to Nationals where it 
was judged, and he was se-
lected as a National Finalist. 

Each state is allowed to 
send their State winner to 
Nationals and four are cho-
sen to be National Finalist. 

Harlan will participate 
in two virtual interviews as 
well as one in-person inter-
view while at the conven-
tion. 

He was a guest on Matt 
Brechwald’s “Off The Farm 
Income” Podcast on Aug. 26. 

The winner will be named 
on stage at the National Con-
vention on Oct. 29. 

Kitten currently attends 
Texas Tech University where 
she is a Freshman majoring 
in Agricultural Communica-
tions. 

During her tenure in FFA, 
Kitten owned and operated 
her own feed processing 
business, Kitten Farms Feed. 

Her business allowed her 

to process, market and sale 
her own line of feed geared 
towards show swine. She 
applied for the Agricultur-
al Processing Proficiency 
Award and was named the 
State winner this summer at 
the Texas FFA Convention in 
July. 

Her proficiency advanced 
to Nationals where it was 
judged, and she has been se-
lected as a National Finalist.

Only a total of four can-
didates can be selected as a 
finalist. 

Kitten participated in a 
virtual interview as well as 
a Podcast with Matt Brech-
wald “Off the Farm Income” 
Sept. 8.  

The winner will be named 
on stage at the 94th National 
FFA Convention on Oct. 29.

This is not the first time 
for either FFA member to 
participate at the National 
level. 

Harlan advanced to Na-
tionals in the Job Interview 
LDE in 2019 where he 
placed sixth.

Kitten was named a Na-
tional Finalist for the Agri-
cultural Sales Proficiency in 
2020.

Results of the National 
contest will be published in 
a future edition of The Sla-
tonite.

Harlan, Kitten honored for National Finalist spots

Cathelene Thomas Elementary recently got new playground equipment for their 
students. Among items include new swings and other items.(Photo courtesy Sla-
ton ISD)

Fun on the playground

The Slaton High School 
classmates of 1959, 1960 
and 1961 will celebrate 
friendships of more than six 
decades on Saturday, Sept. 
25.  

The spacious home of 
The Lubbock Women’s 
Club (at 2020 Broadway in 
Lubbock) will be the site for 
this day-long event.  

Slaton friends, family and 
classmates from other SHS 
classes are invited to join 
in the festivities on the pa-
tio and porch areas of the 
historic home at two points 
during the day.  

The Open Visitation pe-
riods are planned for 10-
11:45 a.m. and again at 3-5 
p.m.  

The registered classmates 
from the three classes of 
honor (1959, 1960 and 
1961) will be traveling from 
multiple states, towns and 

cities.  
Memories will be recalled 

and created during this spe-
cial event on a beautiful Fall 
day. 

The Slaton High School Classes of 1959-61 will have a 
triple class reunion Sept. 25 at the Lubbock Women’s 
Club. (Submitted photo)

SHS classes to celebrate 
triple class reunion Sept. 25


