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Texas Sportswriters Association
All-State Softball Honorees

Third Team All State
Madi-Lynne Englund

Samantha Gatica

Libby Brown and Ricky Morales were selected as All 
American Mascots during the National Cheerleaders As-
sociation Cheer Camp June 20-23. Morales was also asked 
to join the NCA Mascot staff for the upcoming year. (Photo 
courtesy Slaton ISD)

All American Mascots

Emiley Garcia and Sierra Rodriquez were selected as All 
American Cheerleaders during the National Cheerleaders 
Association Cheer Camp June 20-23.  (Photo courtesy Sla-
ton ISD)

All-American Cheerleaders

Local General Notice

Payton Potts had an amazing senior year 
in a town that was brand new to her and her 
family. They moved from Slaton to Asper-
mont last June and have loved every bit of it. 
Within the first week of school, she claimed 
the title of Hornet Council President. The 
athletic year started with her giving volley-
ball a try, where she was Honorable Mention 
All-District and Academic All-District. She 
also decided to branch out and join the de-
bate team. She placed fourth at Regionals in 
Congressional Debate and attended State as 
an alternate. There were also some things that 
never changed, like her love for FFA. Leading 
her Chapter Officer Team as President, she re-
vived their chapter that had been in a drought 
in membership numbers and organized their 
first ever awards banquet. Like the previous 
three years, she competed in Creed Speaking 
and won District, placed second at Area and 
came home with a third place banner from the 
State contest in Huntsville in December. She 
then hopped on a plane to Hawaii to represent 
the NCA All-American cheer team and per-
form in the Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade. 
This wrapped up her first semester adventures.

Her basketball season was the most success-
ful one she had ever had and brought her many 
recognitions and titles. As a team they were 
undefeated District Champions, Bi-District 
Champions and fell short in the Area game. In-
dividually, she was the District MVP, Academ-
ic All-District and Academic All-State through 
the Texas High School Coaches Association, 
Texas Girls Coaches Association and Texas 
Six-Man Coaches Association. She was also 
selected as a TGCA All-State player, All-Big 
Country Honorable Mention and Big Country 
Gym Rat Team. She got the opportunity to play 
in two All-Star games this summer, the Brazos 
Bowl in Strawn and the TSMCA All-Star week 
at Midwestern State. Her free spirit led her to 
join the tennis team for girls doubles, where 
she and her partner placed second at District 
and qualified for Regionals. Although she has 
never enjoyed track and field, she stuck with 
it for one last year to help her team. She ran 
on the 4x200 and 4x400 meter relay, qualify-
ing for Regionals in both. Her mile relay team 
made finals, ran their best time of the year and 
earned a third place Regionals medal. This 
year was Aspermont’s first softball season in 
over 10 years, but that didn’t slow them down. 
They were undefeated District Champions, Bi-
Distrcit Champions, Regional Quarter-Final 
Champions and battled through 12 innings 
in the Regional Semifinal game. She played 
second base and was named First Team All-
District infield. Her commitment, positive 
attitude and faith throughout it all did not go 
unnoticed. Payton was chosen as the 2022 Big 
Country Fellowship of Christian Athletes Fe-
male Athlete of the Year. This title is awarded 
to one female and one male to represent the 37 

counties that make up the Big Country, for all 
sports, 1A-6A.

She was also a part of the One Act Play 
Technical Crew, where they were awarded 
Best Tech Crew at District and advanced to 
Bi-District. She stayed involved in the speech 
and debate program by trying Lincoln Douglas 
Debate for the first time. Her hard work paid 
off when she placed first at District, second at 
Regionals and got the chance to debate in the 
2022 UIL State Championship, coming home 
with a silver medal.

Although extracurriculars consumed her 
schedule, she always managed to prioritize 
academics. On May 13, after completing 
67 dual credit hours throughout the last four 
years, she graduated with honors from South 
Plains College with her Associate of Science 
Degree. Two weeks later, she graduated with 
honors again from Aspermont High School 
with $18,900 worth of scholarships.

School ending didn’t free up her schedule as 
most would assume. She was hired to work for 
the National Cheerleaders Association and has 
been teaching summer cheer camps all across 
the State of Texas. She also advanced to the 
State level for the Texas FFA Scholarship pro-
cess and was interviewed on June 6 in Stephen-
ville. A week later she was notified that she is 
a recipient of the $20,000 Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo, the largest amount available.

As she continues to stay busy and make the 
most of her life, she thanks God for leading her 
family to a community that is perfect for them. 
None of this would have been possible with 
Aspermont ISD and the amazing town they 
now call home. In the fall, she will be attend-
ing Tarleton State University to major in bio-
medical sciences. After finishing her bachelors 
she plans to attend medical school to become 
an orthopedic surgeon.

Potts

Englund receives 
Stanley Miles Scholarship

Madi-Lynne Englund, 2022 Slaton High School graduate, 
received the Stanley Miles Scholarship for $2,000.

She is the daughter of Eric and Tricia Englund.
She attended Slaton High School all four years and was Vale-

dictorian of her class with a 100.92 GPA. She plans to attend 
West Texas A&M University in Canyon and major in Sports 
and Exercise Science.

The Stanley Miles Scholarship is given to those who scored 
well in areas of school participation, leadership, scholaship 
achievement, willingness to work, honesty and ambition for 
higher education. 

Potts earns Joe and Kelly 
Sparkman Educators 

Scholarship
Payton Potts received the annual Joe 

and Kelly Sparkman Educators Scholar-
ship recently. 

She was awarded a $1,000 for her hard 
work and dedication to education.

 

Student News
Tigerette softball camp 

to be conducted July 25-27
The 2022 Slaton Tigerette Softball Camp will be con-

ducted July 25-27 at Trower Field, 1005 Woodrow Road.
Participants in grades second through sixth will have 

their camp from 9-11 a.m. while those in grades seventh-
12th will have theirs from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Camp directors will be former Slaton Tigerette Kamryn 
Gibbs, who currently plays softball at Lubbock Christian 
University, along with fellow teammates, Skylar Herrera 
and Hanna Wells.

Campers will need to come prepared each day with a 
glove, softball pants, cleats and if they have one, a bat.

The cost for the camp is $30. The application and fee are 
due by July 19 in order to receive a shirt. 

For more information or to turn in the form e-mail Coach 
Brandon Langston at blangston@slatonisd.net.

Slaton Mini Cheerleading Camp 
to be offered Aug. 2-4 

The Slaton High School cheerleaders will be conducting 
a Mini Cheer Camp Aug. 2-4 from 8:45-11:30 a.m. at the 
SHS old gymnasium.

The camp is for children grades pre-kindergarten through 
sixth grade. Campers will learn a cheer, dance, stunts and 
jumps from the cheerleaders. 

Mini cheerleaders will also have a parent performance 
Aug. 4 at 11 a.m. and then perform at Meet the Tigers Aug. 
6.

The cost for the camp is $35 per participant or for those 
with two or more children, $30 each participant before July 
22. The cost includes a T-shirt and a bow. 

Cost is $40 per participant Aug. 2, and while one may 
register the day of camp, the campers are not guaranteed a 
shirt or bow.

Late registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Aug. 2.
Those interested may pre-register with a SHS cheerlead-

er or e-mail crodriguez@slatonisd.net.

Summer Camp News


